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critical stage with the views of the younger officers of the Navy.
I was introduced to Kenworthy through the good offices of the
late Sir Herbert Lewis, who was then Parliamentary Secretary
to the Board of Education. I met some of these junior officers,
and I realised that there was a school of highly intelligent naval
men who were very critical of the High Admirals and their
methods."1
Mr. Lloyd George alleges that he passed on to the First Lord
of the Admiralty " the information I derived from these young
officers. But he found it impossible to overcome the solid and
stolid resistance of his Board of Admirals. I decided therefore
to put someone in charge who was accustomed to force his will
upon his subordinates."2
Carson, in fact, although he may not have known it, stood
between the Board and the superior views of Commander
Kenworthy and his young friends.
It is as surprising to hear as difficult to believe that " a con-
versation I [Mr. Lloyd George] had with Sir Douglas Haig in
the early summer of 1917 finally decided " the Prime Minister.
" As to Sir Edward Carson," says Mr. Lloyd George, " I am
afraid that Sir Douglas Haig had no opinion of his qualities as
an administrator," and " thought he was distinctly out of place
at the Admiralty." Sir Douglas Haig, had he been alive, would
no doubt have been flattered to know that a Minister who mis-
prised him on land should have so deferred to him at sea.
The man " accustomed to force his will upon his subordinates '*
was at hand in the person of Sir Eric Geddes; there were only
the feelings of Sir Edward Carson to be considered. " Mr. Bonar
Law," says Mr. Lloyd George, " agreed as to the desirability of
effecting a change if it could be done without offending Sir
Edward Carson. We had both a great regard for Carson and
we were anxious not to give him any hurt. But as he knew thai
we had always been of opinion that he would have rendered
greater service to his country in the War Cabinet than in any
administrative office, we could honestly present to him the ease
for a transfer from Admiralty House to the Council Chamber
on that ground. Nevertheless, although membership of the War
* War Memoirs, p. 1173. Commander Kenworthy is now Lord Sirabolgi
2 Ibid, p. 1175,